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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS
Hello everyone
We have another great newsletter this Term! Thank you for all those who contributed.
Don’t forget to save the date for our annual TALM Conference. This year it will be held in
Launceston on Monday the 4th and Tuesday the 5th of October. See you there!
Relief workers - it might be a good idea to check that you are still on the DoE Relief Register
(Tasmanian Government Jobs (pageuppeople.com)). They updated their system again recently
and wiped all the old accounts. So, if you are looking for relief work, please put yourself
back on. Also, would be a good idea to send an email around to let other Lab Managers
know your availability (days, on-call relief/contract, working area, contact details).
Thanks
Janaya Banks and Tanya Adams
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FOOD: DIFFERENT BY DESIGN
JANAYA BANKS (COSGROVE HIGH SCHOOL)
Hello everyone, it is time to get thinking about how your school is going to participate in
National Science Week 2021. This year’s theme is Food: Different by Design. It honours the
United Nations International Year of Fruits and Vegetables and the International Year of
Creative Economy for Sustainable Development. I look forward to hearing about how your
school has celebrated National Science Week for the Term 3 newsletter!

IDEAS FOR SCHOOL EVENTS
There are a lot of ways you can get your students, class, year level, school and community
involved in National Science Week. Your participation can be as simple as a display in the
school library, a Brain Break quiz event or as complex as a whole-school science fair.
Here are some hints and tips (484 kB, pdf) for holding a great National Science Week event
at your school.
There are a lot of online events on this year again, so make sure you tune in to those that
you find interesting. Find Events - National Science Week

TEACHER RESOURCE BOOK
The Food: Different by Design teaching resource
book (15.3 MB, pdf) covers a broad range of areas in food
production and sustainable agriculture, enabling students
to explore topics such as biosecurity, food technology and
laboratory-developed foods. Scientific development is at
the core of the theme, with hands-on projects for
students from Foundation to Year 10 to explore.
There's also a matching student journal (4MB, pdf)

POSTER
The school poster is available to download (225 kB, pdf)
and display in your classroom, lab or school library.

3

JUNE 2021

WELCOME TO MY LAB
OGILVIE HIGH SCHOOL
MEL GLEESON & ANNA MINCHIN

Hello and welcome to Ogilvie High School, an all-girls school located in Newtown. Ogilvie
is part of the Hobart City Partner Schools Collaboration, alongside Newtown High School
and Elizabeth College, and by 2023 will fully become a co-educational school. Year 7 and
8 will be at Ogilvie, Year 9 and 10 at Newtown, and year 11 and 12 across Ogilvie,
Newtown, and Elizabeth College. “At Ogilvie, we aim to deliver the highest quality in lab
tech service possible. We specialise in handing our scissors, glue guns and pipe cleaners
like no other lab techs in Tasmania” – Mel Gleeson
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ROSE ANDERSON
THE PERSON BEHIND THE SCENES – OVERSEEING STEM AND SCIENCE DELIVERY
KEYNOTE TALK AT THE 2020 CONFERENCE
MY GRANDMOTHER AND NAMESAKE
•

Growing up, I spent every school holiday with my grandmother, a strong woman
who fought for what she believed in. A professional woman beyond her times.
Married off to my grandfather at the age of 15 in order to save her family from
starvation. Against her family and her husband’s family’s wishes, she refused to have
children until she had finished school and had a qualification. She retired a primary
school teacher. Instilled my love of science and encouraged me to always ask
questions.

MY GRADE 7 SCIENCE TEACHER
•

He formalised what I had loved my whole life. He took my sense of wonder and
showed me the way to find the answers to my questions. He made our science
lessons FUN and purposeful. In his classes, we never felt like we were learning. Our
science lab was always chaos according to other teachers (including the principal).
However, year after year, his classes always got the best results.

THE LABORATORY TECHNICIAN AT MY HIGH SCHOOL
•

Then in grade 8 it all changed. I hated my science classes with a passion. Still loved
science but hated the textbook science we had to do. Then I met the lab tech. Spent
most of my science classes in the prep room. She saw my love for science and ignited
my passion for chemistry. Ended up doing a chemistry project beyond my level (year
12 work) under the supervision of the lab tech. That year I ended up getting a
Chemistry and an Overall Science Award, even though I missed 2 out of 3 terms of
science lessons.

MY JOURNEY
•

After graduating with a Bachelor of Science (Honours) Chemistry major, I worked for
Rio Tinto for six months (wasn’t for me), then went on to be a replacement
chemistry teacher at high school (my true calling). Taught in high school chemistry in
eSwatini for 2 years. Came to Tasmania and taught high school science, maths, & ICT
in 5 schools in the north and south for 16 years. Joined curriculum services as senior
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project officer for STEM in 2016. In 2018, still in curriculum services, I moved to the
Peter Underwood Centre (PEO) where I was the Principal Education Officer for the ALab. In 2019, I became the PEO for science as well as taking the overall coordination
for STEM

TAKE-HOME MESSAGE
•
•
•
•
•

Laboratory technicians are the linchpin of high school science!
My science career was because of my high school lab tech
In my years of teaching, I have witnessed quite a number of Me’s
Be flexible
Be generous with your skills, knowledge and time (to both teachers and
students)
• Don’t be afraid to educate the teachers – they need you even if they
might not say it
• You are in this job because you love science. Don’t let it fall on the
wayside
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LABORATORY HACKS
TIPS AND TRICKS FOR MAKING LIFE EASIER IN THE SCIENCE LABORATORY
Mandy Jackson (Hellyer College)
Dropper bottle and reagent bottle storage
I would like to share some of her ideas for dropper bottle and smaller reagent bottle storage in x10
sets or x6 sets that she uses at Hellyer College.
1. Dabco unitrays are available from several suppliers. The dividing grid is removable, and they are
extremely versatile. I use them as moulds for the dreaded Agar Phenolphthalein cubes for the
surface area: Volume practical in BIO. NB: they don’t like the dishwasher on hot.
Dabco unitray with insert - Haines Educational or Dabco Unitray and Insert - Scientrific Pty Ltd and
Dabco Unitray, Divider Westlab
2. Black rectangular ice-cream tubs are available from your local Cold Rock Ice Cream shop. Just ask
and they will say, “How many”. Off you go shove them in the dishwasher and Bob’s your parent’s
brother. The original labels are difficult to remove but I cover them with another. They are available
in other colours from other ice cream places and often you can get the lids too.
3. Ice-cube trays are available at Kmart for around $2 each. They too come in other colours and are
also brilliant for Agar Phenolphthalein cube moulds. A bit flippy for students but brilliant for making
small bottles of conc acids stand up without falling over. They hold 6 bottles. These happily go in the
dishwasher. Giant Ice Cube Tray - Assorted | Kmart
For larger reagent bottles and or larger groupings of smaller reagent, Stuhl or dropper bottles I use
Gratnell’s trays.
Another hint is to use chalk marker pens to label the front of the trays. Once dry this is fairly durable
but very simply removed with a damp cloth. Equally easy is to laminate blank paper and cut up into a
size that suits, write on with permanent marker and attach with a piece of good quality clear tape
rolled on itself to attach to the front of the container

1.

3.

2.

.
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LABORATORY HACKS
TIPS AND TRICKS FOR MAKING LIFE EASIER IN THE SCIENCE LABORATORY
William Hardman (Newstead College)

An Economical Temperature Controlled Water Bath for School Laboratories
Conventional laboratory water baths are expensive and too bulky for most school usage. Owning
and operating a class set is pretty much out of the question. Alternatively, mucking about with
beakers of water, thermometers, hot plates or Bunsen burners? Well we’ve all done that!
About twelve months ago I started using the depicted temperature-controlled water bath set up at
Newstead College. It has been a great success. They’re easy to use, highly accurate, and affordable
enough for me to have a class set of eight.
You use standard equipment: a pneumatic trough, beaker/s, retort stand plus a souse vide water
heater.
There are many sous vide heaters on the market. I chose the Masterpro 800 W unit. They are
powerful enough to come up to set temperature quickly. Temperatures between zero and ninety
degrees centigrade can be selected in half degree steps (use ice for temperatures below ambient
water). It was pleasantly surprising to find that once the set temperature is reached the device holds
it exactly. I have a Zeal certified thermometer (-5 to 105oC in 0.1oC increments). I found that what it
says on the screen is what you get. Plus or minus nothing. No need for the kids to have
thermometers.
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LABORATORY HACKS
TIPS AND TRICKS FOR MAKING LIFE EASIER IN THE SCIENCE LABORATORY
Lynette Dent (Scottsdale High School)

Dropper bottle and reagent bottle storage
I would also like to share her dropper bottle storage solution, as she has finally found THE perfect
tray for class sets of chemicals.
I bought about 100 of these trays at $2 each from the Reject Shop. Perfect for 12 Stuhl dropper
bottles or 10 yellow top specimen jars. I also labelled all the jars and put one label on the front end
of the tray. Two fit side by side in a tote tray.
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ROYAL SOCIETY OF TASMANIA
2021 LECTURE SERIES
Jemina Cooper (Kings Meadows High School)

I would like to share that there are lecture series given by the Royal Society of Tasmania. Some of
the topics are quite relevant to high school Science, and as such may be interesting to techies.
The Royal Society of Tasmania – The advancement of knowledge (rst.org.au)
Southern Lecture Program (rst.org.au)
While COVID-19 pandemic restrictions apply, lectures will be face-to-face in the RST Lecture Room at
TMAG and/or delivered online using Zoom. Venues for other events will be confirmed closer to the
date of the event. Lectures will be on Sunday afternoons at 3 pm (except where otherwise
indicated).
Northern Lecture Program for 2021 (rst.org.au)
Lectures commence at 1.30* pm – Online or at QVMAG @ Inveresk
(*Start time varies)

AUSTRALIAN EDUCATION UNION
AEU
Tanya Adams (Ulverstone Secondary College)

Hi everyone, just a reminder that I am an AEU Education Support Personnel Representative as well
as a representative on the AEU Branch Council. Remember that a strong laboratory technician
representation in the union only serves to support us in our negotiations with our employer so if you
are thinking about joining up, I will be happy to discuss details with you. If there are any other
matters that you think that I might be able to help with pleased don’t hesitate to send me an email
regardless of your union affiliation.

INTRODUCING OUR EXECUTIVE TEAM

Miram McFarlane
President

Andrew Hull
Website Manager

Jo Barfield
Vice President North

William hardman
Archivist & SETA Rep

Ben Hurkett
Vice Precedent North-West

Lisa Norris
SETA Rep

Sally Williamson
Secretary & Database
Manager

Mel Gleeson
Treasurer

Tanya Adams
Co-Newsletter Editor & AEU
Rep

Janaya Banks
Co-Newsletter Editor

REVIEW ON CHEMWATCH PD – CHEMWATCH
ACCREDITED COURSE IN CHEMICALS MANAGEMENT
JANAYA BANKS (COSGROVE HIGH SCHOOL)
Chemwatch have released a course “Chemwatch Accredited Course in Chemicals
Management “ with the aim to “provide vocational education for workers involved with
chemicals at the workplace and to help support organisations and businesses to build sound
knowledge about managing chemicals at the work environment.” Vocational outcomes
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Understanding the legislative framework in relation to workplace health and safety
Identifying chemicals at the workplace
Developing good practice for management of chemicals at the workplace
Designing a systematic inventory for all chemicals used, stored, or transported in
work related activities
Managing risks associated with hazardous chemicals
Performing risk assessments for identified hazardous chemicals
Identifying control measures in managing hazards and risks
Accessing hazards and risks in handling waste by using chemical management
principles
Managing hazardous waste
Contributing to the evaluation and integration of chemicals management at the
workplace as part of the organisational health and safety policy

The course consists of 3 modules. With each module consisting of an extensive PowerPoint
presentation (with printable workbook, so no need to take notes) and a short multiplechoice quiz at the end. Each module also has a written assessment, consisting of various
multiple choice and written answer questions, and a practical assessment, where you apply
all your newly learned knowledge to various scenarios in a workplace. Even though you are
given 4 months to complete the course, there is a fair amount of work/time involved. You
also need to get a 100% grade, with only 3 attempts to answer correctly. I will break down
the modules for you. Some I found were easier than others, as they related to our work
more.
MODULE 1: MANAGING CHEMICAL RISKS AND C ONTROL MEASURES
This module I found to be the least relevant to our work as Lab Techs. It definitely was
industry focused. If they had a few examples of how this would be used in schools, then I
feel it would have been better. It is basically a step by step guide for how to identify what
chemical hazards are in an industrial workplace and how to implement chemical
management into a workplace (again industry based). However, it did go into some detail
about chemical inventories, deciphering chemical labels and safety data sheets, which I
found to be quite good. It gives you more of an understanding of where the traffic light
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system of risks comes from. The written assessment for this module I found to be a bit
harder to complete, just because a lot of it wasn’t really relevant to our job.
MODULE 2: CHEMICAL MANAGEMENT PROCESS AND ASSESSMENT OF RISKS
This module I found to be really good. It provides detail on the hierarchy of controls of risk
(elimination, substitution, PPE etc) and also goes into the control measures approach, which
really makes you think about the safety around chemical use. I particularly liked the glove
recommendations based on chemical use. It also went into the deciphering GHS labels,
safety data sheets, and basic chemical storage principles. I found the written assessment for
this module to be pretty easy, drawing on previous knowledge. But it was a good refresher
and I think would be great to do if you are new to being a Lab Tech and want to get your
head around risk assessment, safety data sheets and chemical labelling.
PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT FOR MODULE 1 & 2
This actually made you use your acquired knowledge, which was good, albeit a bit time
consuming. Creating a mini inventory, an emergency response guide, a risk assessment, a
standard operating procedure, sourcing information from safety data sheets to analyse risks
and analysing control approaches. It did take quite a bit of work.
MODULE 3: MANAGEMENT OF HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL WASTE
This module was quite basic I found. It went over how to write up a separate inventory for
disposal, and how to properly label waste and store waste for disposal. It also went over
how it is better to follow a waste hierarchy principle of prevent, re-use, recycle, recovery,
then disposal. The written assessment was straightforward, and the practical assessment
involved creating a waste inventory, writing a label, PPE information and compatibility of
storage.
Hopefully this review has given you a bit more of an insight into the course. Overall, I think it
is pretty good. If you can get past some of the industry stuff, there is some good info in
there. I was hoping that it would go more in depth into the disposal of chemicals and
storage of chemicals. Chemwatch was also very helpful when I became stuck with a
question and responded the same day with direction. Overall, more work than I thought it
would be, but I have benefitted from doing it.

Accredited Course in Chemicals Management | Chemwatch
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CONTAINER REFUND SCHEME
PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON TASMANIA’S CONTAINER REFUND SCHEME IS NOW OPEN
Jemina Cooper (Kings Meadows High School)

Public consultation on Tasmania's Container Refund Scheme is now open!
Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment have released a draft Bill to
establish the CRS, which is due to commence in 2022. And they want your feedback.

If you go to their website, you can take a look at the draft Bill, read their explanatory paper, and
brush up on some FAQs. You can sign up for their online webinar for the public, to learn more
and have your questions answered. And we’d love you to have your say by sending in a
submission or filling out our short online survey. There are more details below.
www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/crs

Submissions close 5pm Friday 9 July 2021
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TALM www.talm.org.au

Tasmanian Association of Laboratory Managers, ABN: 11 061 706 754
c/- Mel Gleeson
Ogilvie High School
228 New Town Rd
NEW TOWN 7008

INVOICE for individual memberships, 15 February 2021
Membership for - name of individual(s)
________________________________________________________________________

Name of School/College/TAFE. If membership is for a person not working in education
sector, please write “private individual”.
_________________________________________________________________________

School address
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Total: $30.50 (no GST) per person (including booking fee)

Pay online at: https://www.trybooking.com/BMEUX

REMINDER – don’t forget to pay for you annual membership to TALM
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That’s all from us ☺ Stay safe

Janaya Banks and Tanya Adams

